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Decide

• Do I want to certify organic? 
• Do I prefer another certification?

Go Organic

• Farm organically for 3 years –OR– Sign Prior Land Use Affidavit 
• Review requirements and choose a certifier for questions    

Apply

• Choose a Certifier
• Send Organic Systems Plan (OSP), application form, records & pay fee 

Review

• Certifier reviews OSP,  application and records
• May request additional records 

Inspection 

• Records & Seed to Sale
• Farmwalk, pesticide and seed/produce storage, management 

Compliance
review

• Certification Agency may request additional records or clarification

Certificate

• Organic Certificate –OR-- Non-compliance –OR—Revoke
• Apply for Cost-Share 



Certificatio
n Options



Organic Transition:
Prior Land Use Affidavit

(3 years without non-organic inputs)



Crops: Organic Rules
• Organic inputs 

– Approved by OMRI and/or your certifier
– NO synthetic fertilizers or pesticides
– NO prohibited non-synthetic inputs (rotenone, etc.)
– NO GMO
– NO treated seed
– Organic Seed if available (check 3 sources)
– Only organic seedlings 
– NO treated wood in contact with growing soil
– Manure – Composted with temp. records OR 90/120-

day rule
• Recordkeeping 
• Soil & Water Tests
• Buffers



Organic Rules for 
Livestock

• Access to outdoors
• Sick animals must be treated

– If use non-approved drugs, animal never returns to organic 
– Milk and meat sell as conventional, may need to segregate animals

• Check OMRI for approved vitamins & minerals
• Dairy 

– Can convert a herd to organic in 1 year if on certified land
– Teat dips & udder washes OK if non-synthetic, soap OK if NOT 

antibacterial
• Poultry 

– No debeaking (minimal trimming OK to protect flock)
– Access to outdoors if over 8 wks old, between 50 – 85 degrees, OK for 

soil & water quality (ie field not recently seeded), exception if animal 
is sick

Cattle on pasture at Green Things Farm 
near Ann Arbor



Inputs
• Talk to certifier before using new input
• Look for OMRI logo or listing
• NO synthetic pesticides or fertilizers 
• Manure 

– OK if composted at 131⁰F for 15 days 
with 5 turns

– 90/120 day rule for food crops 
• Use in fall for most spring/summer crops

• Be aware of treated wood contacting 
soil where crops are grown



Choose a 
Certifier



Farm Map

– Field labels, acreages, 
crops

– Buildings/facilities, 
storage, livestock 
housing

– Buffers 
• 25 ft for veggies but 

depends on your 
location

– Neighboring land use

• Each section is 0.25 acres
• 25 foot buffer on all sides

• Ditch + Driveway
• Neighbors are conventional farmers 

growing corn, soy, lettuce or radish 



Recordkeeping
• 5 Years

– Field activity log
– Inputs
– Seed & seedling 

sourcing
– Compost production
– Monitoring (soil tests, 

water test, etc)
– Equipment cleaning
– Harvest records w/field 

#s, dates, amounts
– Labor records
– Storage records
– Transport records
– Sales records
– Shipping records
– Transport certificates
– Audit
– Other



Inspection! 

• Have records ready (computer, app or paper)
• Seed to Sale
• Farmwalk



Organic Certificate

• Decision Letter 
– Certificate 
– Notice of 

Noncompliance 
– Revoke Certification



Noncompliance

• Decision Letter 
– Notice of 

Noncompliance 
– Corrective Actions 

Report 
– Revoke Certification

• For farm 
• For a field or part of 

the farm 



Organic Cost Share
• USDA pays 75% of 

certification costs 
up to a $750 
payment

• Apply annually 
through FSA

• 2 page form
• Funding for all who 

qualify



Su
pp

or
t!

 
TOPP - Transition 
to Organic 
Partnership 
Program
❖Mentorship  
❖ Technical Assistance 

❖ Conservation Districts
❖ MSU Extension 
❖ Network Partners 

❖ Learning 
❖ Field Days in Detroit/A2 

(June 8), Kalamazoo & the 
UP! 

❖ Webinars for farmers & 
educators 

❖ Workshops @ GLEXPO & 
other conferences

❖Community! 



Support! 



Questions? 
Katie Brandt 

MSU Organic Farmer Training Program
brandtk7@msu.edu

Vicki Morrone 
MSU Organic & Beginning Farmer Educator 

sorrone@msu.edu
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